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colleague on his brilliant performance. They were growing
very proud of him in Ireland.
The silk gown could no longer in decency be denied :
Lord Chancellor Herschell was really forced by circum-
stances to create a precedent. Indeed, Carson was sounded
diplomatically as to whether he would graciously accept the
honour from his hands. He had made up his mind not to
apply again on his own initiative, but he had no desire to be
intransigent at his own expense. And so he went down alone
to receive his patent from the Lord Chancellor. This the
writer thinks almost unprecedented. Every year a number of
junior counsel are given their promotion " to the front row,"
in the spring, and as a rule no more are made till the next
year. They all go down together to receive their patents
from the Lord Chancellor in the House of Lords. Then they
go the round of all the Courts and are called " within the
Bar " by the presiding Judge : they are dressed in their
full dress with full-bottomed wigs, silk gowns, knee-breeches,
and buckled shoes. The business of the Courts is suspended
when the usher informs the Judge of the arrival of the new
King's Counsel. They pass through the length of the " front
row/3 the Judge says, " Mr. So-and-So, do you move ? s>
Mr. So-and-So, K.C., then bows low to the Bench, then
turns round and bows to the " outer Bar " to right and left,
is bowed to in turn by the juniors, and passes out ; and so
through all the weary round of the Courts. Carson per-
formed these ancient rites in solitary grandeur. When he
went down to the House of Lords, the Lord Chancellor
handed him his patent, and the two bewigged men bowed to
each other : not a word was spoken by either of them, nor
did the Chancellor even offer Carson his hand. Then he
made his dignified progress round the Courts by himself.
By the time, however, that he reached the Chancery Courts,
Mr. Justice Kekewich had finished his list, and had ad-
journed his Court, so here at least Carson was saved a little
ceremony.
It so happened that on the very next day, the first on
which Mr. Edward Carson, Q,.C., M.P., appeared as a
leading counsel in the English Courts, he was briefed to